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Contact Information

ÅAll contact information for the program 

should go through:
» Program Lead:

» Timothy Smail

» Savannah River National Laboratory

» Building 730-A

» Aiken, SC 29808

» (803) 725-3466

» timothy.smail@srnl.doe.gov

ÅPartner information available upon request

mailto:timothy.smail@srnl.doe.gov
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Project Description

Å The program provides more effective tools, techniques, resources, and 

informationðthrough applied research and developmentðto people who 

experience or respond to natural disasters. The program treats disaster 

recovery as a process with four phases: prevention, assessment, response, 

and rebuilding.

This program aims to assist with 

DHS Presidential Directive #5 

ñManagement of Domestic 

Incidence.ò



Managed by UT-Battelle for the U.S. Department of Energy ïSupporting the Department of Homeland Security

4

Capability Requirement Gap

This program aims to assist with DHS Presidential Directive 
#5 ñManagement of Domestic Incidence.ò

ÅCurrently there are many organizations working 
independently towards disaster relief.  The RHP 
partnership of government, academia, private and non-
profit organizations serves as a clearinghouse for 
research and education efforts of these organizations.

ÅThe program provides more effective tools, techniques, 
resources, and informationðthrough applied research 
and developmentðto people who experience or respond 
to natural disasters. 
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RHP Tasks

Å Certification Program

Å Retrofitting Program

Å Education and Outreach Program

Å Self Monitoring/ Self Healing Homes
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Certification: Task Description
ÅGoal:

ïDevelop and implement a cost-effective national or regional (Southeastern US) 
certification program for the higher performance of buildings during natural disasters. 

ÅTask Outline:

1. Identify and develop a database of key stakeholders for a certification program.

2. Develop a tool to evaluate the most critical problems/damages incurred to homes 
after an exposure. (stakeholder survey)

3. Prioritize exposures (Wind vs. Water vs. Seismic) that require primary attention in 
developing certification standards.

4. Create a roadmap of certification program including standards and scales/weights.

5. Validate certification program through stakeholders.

6. Develop implementation plan for certification program.

7. Implement the certification program through completed website, publications, and 
brochures for marketing to key stakeholders.

8. Repeat steps 3-5 for remaining exposures. (in parallel with pursuit of steps 6 & 7)
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Certification: Status

ÅA database of stakeholders has been 

developed and is continually updated. 

ÅA tentative strawman of the certification 

rating system has been created. (including 

criteria for certification)

ÅStakeholder list has been contacted for 

their participation in an upcoming 

workshop (Fall 2009) to discuss the 

certification strawman.



Managed by UT-Battelle for the U.S. Department of Energy ïSupporting the Department of Homeland Security

8

Certification: Products

ÅA certification program for 

homeowners to be rated 

based on the resiliency of 

the home.

ÅAn implementation and 

marketing plan for the 

certification program.

ÅA plan for training people 

to administer the 

certification program.
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Certification: Collaborations

ÅInstitute for Business and Homes Safety 

(IBHS)

ÅFederal Alliance of Safe Homes (FLASH)

ÅOther Stakeholders

ÅBuilders/Developers

ÅArchitects

ÅState Governments

ÅEtc.
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Certification: Schedule


